
Gloosekapcame first of 

all into this country, into the 

land of the Wabanaki, next 

to sunrise.  There were no 

Indians here thenéAnd in 

this way he made men:  He 

took his bow and arrows and 

shot at trees, the basket-

trees, the Ash.  Then Indians 

came out of the bark of the 

Ash-trees.  

- Molly Sepsis 

(Passamaquoddy, 1884)

Basketmakers of the past, present and future

For generations, the 

weavers of the Maliseet, 

Miôkmaq, Passamaquoddy 

and Penobscot tribes have 

created functional and 

beautiful baskets from 

brown ash ïwikepi,the 

basket trees.
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1, 3- photographer unknown

2- Basket and photo by Jennifer Neptune (Penobscot).

4- Master basketmaker Jeremy Frey (Passamaquoddy).  Photo by Vanessa Whang.

5- Anna Keezer (Passamaquoddy).  Photo by Theresa Secord.
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The emerald ash borer 

threatens the ancient 

tradition of basketmaking.  

This recently introduced 

exotic insect is killing ash 

trees throughout much of 

eastern North America.

Emerald Ash Borer

The basketmaking process: 

from tree selection to pounding to weaving
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6- Richard Silliboy inspects an ash tree.  Photo by Cedric Chatterly.

7, 8- Pounding ash.  Photos by Martin Neptune.

9- Photo by Greg Miller
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Structurally, ash is unique for weaving.  No other material has 

the properties of ash, and it cannot be replaced.  Spiritually, ash 

is just as important.  If we lose the ash trees and I make my 

baskets from some other material, I lose a part of my heritage.

-master basketmaker Jeremy Frey (Passamaquoddy)


